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There is som
ething fundam

entally dysfunctional about how
 w

e have know
n and im

agined w
ater under m

odernity. 
Colonial know

ledge system
s have been deeply intertw

ined w
ith the project of m

odernity. Term
 like, cubic m

eters, 
average flow

s, parts per m
illion of pollutants, hydraulic gradient am

ong others, form
 the foundational vocabulary for 

know
ing and interacting w

ith w
ater, w

aterw
ays, rivers and springs across spatial scales. A decolonial im

aginary and 
practice w

ould incorporate the different w
ays of know

ing and living w
ith w

ater, in addition to, and not necessarily 
instead of the colonial (scientific?) tropes that have im

prisoned hydro-social im
aginaries. W

ater has been thought of as 
a resource or a hazard w

ithin colonial w
ater im

aginaries. A decolonised praxis w
ould em

phasise the experience of w
ater 

as variegated lens through w
hich to know

 and live w
ith w

ater. Draw
ing upon the exam

ples of 2022 floods in Pakistan, 
and the case of m

ountain springs in the post-conlictSw
at valley of northern Pakistan, I m

ake the case for a decolonial 
praxis of w

ater, that m
ay usher in a m

ore gender and class inclusive experience
to w

ater from
 national to local scales. 

W
ater as an instrum

ent of producing a national scale of w
ater m

anagem
ent is the real villain of the decolonising agenda 

in w
ater. Re-enchantm

ent of local w
aterscapes and re-dem

ocratization of hydro-social praxis is our best hope in 
negotiating a clim

ate change present. 
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