
 

Technofutures in Global South Asia  
 

Wednesday 30th April: G.159, MacLaren Stuart Room, Old College, South Bridge, Edinburgh 

EH8 9YL 

Thursday 1st May: Violet Laidlaw Room, Chrystal Macmillan Building, 15a George Square, 

Edinburgh EH8 9LD 

 

Registration: Microsoft Forms 

 

Amidst rapid technology adoption and datafication in South Asia, experiences of the digital 

from/in the region are being closely examined across different disciplines including 

anthropology, sociology, STS, media studies, philosophy, geography, development studies as 

well as law, informatics and information studies. This workshop aims to bring together 

researchers and practitioners who engage with the various dimensions of the digital as it is 

experienced and understood in South Asia and beyond. Dominant thinking about the 

digital— including the class, labour, and aspirational dynamics surrounding technological 

work and the imaginaries of technologically driven futures — largely reflect perspectives 

from western, educated, industrialised, rich and democratic (WEIRD) societies. The 

workshop aims to create the space for thinking otherwise about how technologies shape 

our ways of being in the Southern worlds that we are a part of. 

 

With the growing prominence and interest in data and AI-driven futures, the theme 

connects to ongoing work across disciplines at UoE and beyond. The workshop will aim to 

facilitate cross-disciplinary exchange, bringing scholars across career stages together in 

conversation and foregrounding South Asia as a connecting thread. By considering South 

Asia not only as a region of interest but also as an invitation to consider the ‘south’ as an 

epistemic standpoint, we aim to reflect on the experiences and perspectives that are rarely 

acknowledged and accounted for, in practice, policy and the wider public discourse. 

 

Organisers  

• Hemangini Gupta (Lecturer in Politics and International relations) 

• Srravya Chandhiramowuli (PhD scholar in Informatics) 

 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sAafLmkWiUWHiRCgaTTcYeHaFvLui7xBlQ57O6XAY0tUNjZETzFWMjdFNEw0R1FJMFFGTlJYWkRBWC4u


Wednesday 30th April  

Venue: G.159, MacLaren Stuart Room, Old College, South Bridge, Edinburgh EH8 9YL 

 

Programme 

1pm – 1:10pm: Welcome 

 

1:10pm – 2:30pm: What do we talk about when we talk about the digital?  

• Janaki Srinivasan, St Antony’s College, Oxford University 

• Lotte Hoek, University of Edinburgh 

• Vindhya Buthpitiya, University of St. Andrews 

 

2.30pm - 4pm: The Experimental South Roundtable 

• Deval Desal, University of Edinburgh 

• Amrit Virk, University of Edinburgh 

• Arjunan Subramaniam, University of Glasgow 

 

4pm - 5pm: Reception  

 

5pm – 6:30pm: Annual Singhvi Lecture 

• Maari Maitreyi, Knowledge Justice Researcher, Whose Knowledge? 

 

Thursday 1st May 

Venue: Violet Laidlaw Room, Chrystal Macmillan Building, 15a George Square, Edinburgh 

EH8 9LD 

 

Programme 

10am - 11.30am: South Asia Supplies the World  

• Meenakshi Mani, University of Edinburgh 

• Srravya Chandhiramowuli, University of Edinburgh 

• Tara Kelton, Artist Talk 

11.30am - 1pm: The Politics of Digital South Asia  



• Misbah Mukhtar, University of Edinburgh 

• Juli Huang, University of Edinburgh 

• Moyukh Chatterjee, University of Edinburgh 

 

1pm - 2pm: Lunch  

 

2pm - 3pm: Provocations For The Future: Decolonizing Technofutures 

• Mohammad Amir Anwar, University of Edinburgh 

• Srinjoy Mitra, University of Edinburgh 

• Maari Maitreyi, Whose Knowledge? 

 

3pm - 3.30pm: Break 

 

[Workshop-adjacent public event] 3.30pm - 5pm 

Book launch of Experimental Times: Startup Capitalism and Feminist Futures in India, co-

sponsored by GENDER.ED, CRITIQUE and The Critical Data Studies Cluster at the Edinburgh 

Futures Institute. 

Book presentation by Hemangini Gupta followed by responses from:  

• Rahul Rao, University of St Andrews 

• Janaki Srinivasan, St Antony’s College, Oxford University 

• Alex Taylor, University of Edinburgh 

Register here: Eventbrite 

 

5 pm: Drinks Reception 

 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/book-launch-experimental-times-startup-capitalism-and-feminist-futures-in-tickets-1297234987769?aff=oddtdtcreator

